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Growing backlog on test results 
worsens shortage of protective gear 
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CONTAGION 


For doctor 
on a break, 
the spread 
hits home 


By Deanna Pan 
GLOBE STAFF 

Dr. Joshua Ellis, a medical 
education fellow and emergen- 
cy medicine physician at Bos- 
ton’s Beth Israel Deaconess 
Medical Center, was excited to 
celebrate his 30th birthday in 
Miami with five of his close 
friends. 

They had been planning the 
trip to Florida since late fall — 
long before the novel coronavi- 
rus was even a blip on anyone’s 
radar. They rented a house on 
Ocean Drive, steps away from 
beautiful South Beach. They 
bought tickets to the Winter 
Party Festival, a week-long 
event that brings thousands of 
gay men to Miami’s hotels, 
nightclubs, bars, and beaches 
to raise money for LGBTQ 
groups in South Florida. 

Ellis and his friends traveled 
to Miami in early March — be- 
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EMPLOYMENT 


Layoffs 
mounting 
in Mass. 
already 


By Larry Edelman 
and Shirley Leung 
GLOBE STAFF 

Maybe never in history have 
we gone from an economy so 
hot to an economy that has es- 
sentially stopped. It’s like a car 
rear-ending another without 
the driver ever touching the 
brakes. 

This week, Massachusetts 
got a glimpse of what the virtu- 
al shutdown caused by the cor- 
onavirus has wrought: In one 
day, the state received 19,884 
new initial unemployment 
claims. That was more than the 
number of claims made for all 
of February. 
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Somerville Hospital is using a drive-up tent for coronavirus testing, with staff fully covered. 


HOSPITALS 


More patients, and beds start to fill 


By Liz Kowalczyk, Priyanka Dayal 
McCluskey, and Evan Allen 


GLOBE STAFF 


Concerns about the capacity and pre- 200 


paredness of the state’s hospitals intensi- 
fied Wednesday, as the number of sus- 
pected coronavirus patients continued 
to escalate in Boston and beyond. 

At UMass Memorial Health Care, 
based in Worcester, the number of pa- 
tients with possible coronavirus — either 
already hospitalized or waiting for a bed 
in the emergency department — in- 
creased from about 40 on Sunday to 100 
on Wednesday. So far, five patients there 
have tested positive for the virus. Dr. Er- 
ic Dickson, the chief executive, predicted 
that patient numbers would continue to 
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THE ISLANDS 


Summer residents looking 
for escape find no welcome 


By Dugan Arnett 
and Matt Rocheleau 
GLOBE STAFF 
The Steamship Authority 
terminals on Cape Cod are nor- 
mally sleepy this time of year, 
free of the crowds that jam onto 
the ferries bound for Nantucket 
and Martha’s Vineyard during 
the summer season. But in re- 
cent days, long lines of vehicles 
have formed. Passengers have 


been left behind because boats 
were unexpectedly full. 

On the islands, year-round 
residents who typically live in 
semi-isolation into May are no- 
ticing a sudden increase in traf- 
fic, with an abundance of New 
York and Connecticut plates. At 
the Martha’s Vineyard Airport, 
said Brian Packish, a selectman 
in Oak Bluffs, private jets “have 
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rise for at least three weeks. “The worst 
is yet to come,” he said. 

North Shore Medical Center in Salem 
had 18 admitted patients who are still 
awaiting test results. And suburban Har- 
rington Hospital in Southbridge had one 
confirmed case of COVID-19, a woman 
in stable condition, and 15 possible cas- 
es on Wednesday. 

Meanwhile in Greater Boston, the 
number of admitted patients with po- 
tential cases continued to climb. 

During a Wednesday afternoon meet- 
ing at Massachusetts General Hospital, 
doctors told executives that 73 admitted 
patients awaited test results, up from 53 
Tuesday. There were also seven patients 
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The line was long Wednesday in Hyannis for 
passengers taking the ferry to Nantucket. 
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Season of the switch 


Thursday: Rain, cool. 
p 43-48. Low 40-45. 
y: Much wa 
fon 66- 71. Low A1. “46. 


Weather and Comics, C10-11. 


Obituaries, C9. 


During this unsettling time, we could all 
use some comfort and a sense of com- 
munity. So we’ve temporarily revamped 
the Names page into Comfort Zone, a 
place to find ideas and tips for keeping 
ourselves, our kids, and our minds enter- 
tained, or at least distracted. B8. 


Tom Brady will have his work cut out for 
him with the Tampa Bay Buccaneers, and 
there will be plenty of intriguing story 
lines, writes Ben Volin. D1. 


Greenland, the world’s largest island, 
lost 600 billion tons of ice in just two 
months last summer, raising sea levels 
around the world by 2.2 millimeters. A2. 


‘We're 
all way 


behind the 
eight ball’ 


By Andrew Ryan and Kay Lazar 
GLOBE STAFF 

The wait for coronavirus test results 
in Massachusetts can last as long as a 
week, a delay that exacerbates equip- 
ment shortages, frustrates worried pa- 
tients and families, and hamstrings 
front line health care workers’ efforts to 
combat the growing pandemic. 

Faster test results can help deter- 
mine which patients need to be treated 
by medical staff in protective gear. Tests 
processed in the state lab take a day or 
two, officials said Wednesday. But ac- 
cording to a review of area hospitals and 
caregivers, the delay can be much lon- 
ger, often forcing medical staff to waste 
already scarce protective gear on pa- 
tients who are not infected. 

State officials attributed the delays to 
slower processing at private labs just 
coming online. 

In Southbridge, Harrington Hospital 
president and CEO Edward Moore said 
that if the hospital runs out of protective 
gear, it can’t keep its staff safe. If the 
staff start getting sick, there’s no one to 
take care of the patients. 

“Tt’s almost like a doomsday scenar- 
io,” Moore said. “With lack of testing, 
were all way behind the eight ball.” 

In Worcester, UMass Memorial 
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STIMULUS PLAN 


Washington 
moves fast 
to stave off 
a collapse 


By Erica Werner, Jeff Stein, 
and Mike DeBonis 
WASHINGTON POST 

WASHINGTON — The Trump ad- 
ministration and congressional leaders 
rushed on Wednesday to assemble a 
massive stimulus package aimed at pre- 
venting the US economy from plum- 
meting into its worst collapse since the 
Great Depression, even as the stock 
market dropped once again. 

The Dow Jones industrial average 
fell 1,338 points on Wednesday, or 6.3 
percent, virtually wiping out all of the 
stock market’s gains during President 
Trump’s entire tenure. Trump told re- 
porters Wednesday that under a “worst 
case scenario,” the unemployment rate 
could jump to 20 percent, twice its peak 
from the financial crisis. 

The administration’s $1 trillion pro- 
posed rescue plan, which forms the ba- 
sis for fast-moving negotiations on Cap- 
itol Hill, includes sending two large 
checks to many Americans and devot- 
ing $300 billion toward helping small 
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